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1  SA M U EL 15 
 
 
 
    T                               T                                          Application        
 
 
The notion of authors’ doing things with what they say  

falls into the field of language philosophy called  
 
 
 
 
Philosopher Paul Ricoeur (1913–2005) called it the  
 
 
 
An individual portion of Scripture for personal study or preaching  
              that leads to application: 
 
 
 
 
A better label for the “wifott”:  
 
 
 
 
To read Scripture for application, we need to do               that privileges the text. 
 
 
 

 PERICOPAL THEOLOGY  

Pericopal theology is the theology specific to a particular pericope— 
representing a segment of the plenary world in front of the canonical text  

that portrays God in his relationship to his people— 
         which functions as the crucial intermediary in the move from text to application.  
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                                     ABE KURUVILLA PREACHING BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
 
Preaching Textbooks 
[A single chapter of each book is available for download at http://homiletix.com] 
 
§ Privilege the Text! A Theological Commentary for Preaching (Moody, 2013) 
§ A Vision for Preaching: Understanding the Heart of Pastoral Ministry (Baker, 2015) 
§ A Manual for Preaching: The Journey from Text to Sermon (Baker, 2019) 

 

Preaching Commentaries 
[A single chapter of each book is available for download at http://homiletix.com] 
 
§ Mark: A Theological Commentary for Preachers (Cascade, 2011) 
§ Genesis: A Theological Commentary for Preachers (Resource, 2014) 
§ Ephesians: A Theological Commentary for Preachers (Cascade, 2015) 
§ Judges: A Theological Commentary for Preachers (Cascade, 2017) 

 

Preaching Articles & Chapters 
[All articles are available for download at http://homiletix.com/abes-articles/] 
 
§ “Preaching as Translation via Theology,” Journal of the Evangelical Homiletics Society 9.1 (2009): 85–97. 
§ “Application as Improvisation,” Journal of the Evangelical Homiletics Society 9.2 (2009): 36–52. 
§ “Pericopal Theology: An Intermediary between Text and Application,” Trinity Journal 31NS (2010): 265–

283. 
§ “The Naked Runaway and the Enrobed Reporter of Mark 14 and 16: What is the Author Doing with What 

He is Saying?” Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society 54 (2011): 527–545. 
§ “The Aqedah: What is the Author Doing with What He is Saying?” Journal of the Evangelical Theological 

Society 55 (2012): 489–508. 
§ “The Next Thirty-Four Years? The Making of the Future,” Journal of the Evangelical Homiletics Society 

14.2 (2014): 12–14. 
§ “David v. Goliath: What is the Author Doing with What He is Saying?” Journal of the Evangelical 

Theological Society 58 (2015): 487–506. 
§ “Pericopal Theology,” Bibliotheca sacra 173 (2016): 3–17. 
§ “Christiconic Interpretation,” Bibliotheca sacra 173 (2016): 131–46. 
§ “Theological Exegesis,” Bibliotheca sacra 173 (2016): 259–72. 
§ “Applicational Preaching,” Bibliotheca sacra 173 (2016): 387–400. 
§ “‘What is the Author Doing with What He is Saying?’ Pragmatics and Preaching—An Appeal,” Journal of 

the Evangelical Theological Society 60 (2017): 557–80. 
§ “‘Christiconic Interpretation” in Homiletics and Hermeneutics: Four Views on Preaching Today, edited by 

Scott M. Gibson and Matthew D. Kim (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2018), 43–70; responses to other 
contributors, 30–34, 111–12, 150–53).  

§ “Time to Kill the Big Idea? A Fresh Look at Preaching,” Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society 61 
(2018): 825–46. 

§ “Big Idea—Requiescat in Pace! Authorial Rejoinder to Steven Mathewson,” Homiletix (August 1, 2019), 1–
16. 

§ “‘Big Idea? DNR!’ Authorial Rejoinder to Jeffrey Arthurs and Russell St. John,” Homiletix (December 1, 
2019), 1–19. 

 
 

 


